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     Matthew 5:13-16 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 

made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 

trampled underfoot. 14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot 

be hidden.15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 

put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, 

let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your Father in heaven. This is the word of God for the people of God. 

 

 

 

 



[TITLE SLIDE] Picture this: you have an appointment in thirty minutes that it’s 

clear across town, so you hop on the highway to get there as quick as you can. And 

you’re a little nervous because you’ve never been to the place you’re going before 

and you’re not quite sure how to get there. But you drive and you get off at the exit 

you think you’re supposed to get off at. Only to realize it’s not the right one. And 

from there you end up taking a couple other wrong turns, going down a couple 

other roads you haven’t been on before. Until then you realize that you’re lost. 

Utterly lost, like you literally have no idea where you’re at.  

 

Not only that, but you’re in a place you don’t want to be, if you get my drift. 

You’re on the wrong side of the tracks, the bad part of town. All the homes are 

dilapidated, shutters falling off, storefronts boarded up, graffiti on the sidewalks. 

[SLIDE #2] There is just ugliness everywhere. Until you see something beautiful 

out of the corner of your eye. It’s a church steeple rising above the rest of 

neighborhood. And then you see the full church and it’s just beautiful. [SLIDE #3] 

 

Well if you’re picturing this and wondering, yes it happened to me. I got lost and 

ended up in the wrong neighborhood. And I when I saw that church the contrast 

between that church and the rest of the neighborhood was striking. It was the only 



thing that looked good in the neighborhood. And you know what I thought? My 

gosh, that’s what the church is supposed to be! That’s what the church is supposed 

to be! This beautiful place that offers life and hope in the midst of death and 

hopelessness. That’s what the church is supposed to be. Amen? 

 

We are in a sermon series in the season of Pentecost where we’re looking at the 

church and some of the ways God uses the Church. We looked at how it’s a place 

where the Spirit brings people of all kinds of different races and backgrounds 

together and unites them. We looked at how it’s a place where the Spirit gives us 

gifts to use to serve and encourage one another. We looked at how it’s a place 

where the Spirit transforms us and helps us develop the Fruits of the Spirit as we 

becoming more peaceful, patient, loving, gentle, joyful people. And we looked at 

how it’s a place where the Spirit strengthens us through the sacraments of baptism 

and communion. And today we’re looking at the church as a place that the Spirit 

empowers to be a witness to the community. 

 

Of course we saw this today in our scripture passage when Jesus says that we are 

supposed to be salt and light. You and I. [SLIDE #4] And I think that’s a pretty 

easy image for most of us, isn’t it? I talked about it with the kids earlier. Just as salt 



helps to season food we’re supposed to do the same for those around us in the way 

we live our lives. Just as light permeates the darkness so things can be seen, where 

are supposed to shine a light in the darkness around us so people can see the 

abundant life that Christ offers. We all understand the idea of being salt and light. 

  

But when we’re talking about this I think it’s helpful to look at how the first 

Christians thought about this. Because when first Christians came up with the word 

for church they used the Greek word ekklesia. Can you say that with me, ekklesia. 

Now this word ekklesia that first Christians used for church literally meant 

something like assembly, or  gathering, or meeting, you can render it a few 

different. [SLIDE #5] But to really understand what it means we have to 

understand in its context. Because this word had been used before in Greek society. 

And it referred to the assembly of citizens who were elected to lead  the 

community. So we have a city council in most places that runs each town and in 

Greece they called that group of people that would run a town the ekkelsia, the 

assembly. It was people called out and elected to lead the community. And so 

Christians used that word to describe the church. So it has this connotation of a 

group that leads the community. In other words, the church is a group that leads the 

community. And of course for them  it was about leading people to see God. So 

when we think of being salt and light we can think of how we are supposed to lead 



the community to see God. The passage says, let your light shine before 

others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. Let 

your light shine so others may see your good deeds and glorify God. The church  

helps the community see God by their love and good deeds. 

 

Now there are all kinds of ways that this can do this. [SLIDE #6] Every time that 

the church shows the community what true forgiveness looks like, every time the 

church helps people experience the love of Jesus, every time the church helps those 

in need, every time the church stands up for justice, , we are leading people to see 

God. We are being salt and light. But we have to be careful about this because 

when we talk about reaching the community there’s the temptation we face. 

 

 And that’s that we so often want to look for the one magic bullet that will help us 

reach the community. For instance, one big thing right now is for churches to start 

laundromats. There are some churches that have said there are a lot of people that 

are low-income and don’t have a good place to clean their clothes and so they have 

decided to put in laundromats, which then also become a place where people are 

loved. And some people say, oh, that’s what we need, we need a laundromat to 

reach our community. Or there’s another popular thing that many churches are 



doing right now called dinner churches, where instead of a regular service they 

have a dinner with worship and sermons mixed in and that’s what people come to. 

And some people say, oh, that’s what we need the dinner church to reach our 

community. Or there could be lots of other trendy programs. And many of them 

are great. But the truth is there is no one way to be salt and light. And so we have 

to be careful that we don’t idolize one program or one strategy for doing that. As I 

said, very time that the church shows the community what true forgiveness is 

about, every time the church helps people experience the love of God, very time 

the church helps those in need, every time the church stands up for justice, the 

church is being salt and light. That can take many different forms.  

 

Really the place to start in discerning what form our ministry to the community 

should take is by looking at the needs of our community. See I believe that just as 

the people around Jesus had their own unique needs, each community or 

neighborhood has its own unique needs. So we need to always discern what we 

should be doing based on that. What are the needs in our community that need 

addressed? What are the things that we can do in our community to show people 

God’s love and forgiveness? Having a food pantry, allowing groups space to meet 

in our church, hosting ESL classes, another type of worship service? The thing that 

matters is that we are actually meeting the needs of the community. 



Now for me this is something that I’ve taken to heart. Because I’m very passionate 

about this topic of helping connect the church and community. In fact, I’m in the 

process of being ordained as a deacon which someone who is ordained to help 

people connect the church and the community. So you can see why I’m preaching 

this sermon today. I delayed it a few years ago because of the situation with the 

denomination but made the decision to do that a few months ago. And I don’t 

know exactly what that will mean in terms of what form that will always take. I 

know that maybe sometimes it might mean preaching in the pulpit using words to 

tell people about Jesus. Or maybe sometimes it may be teaching kids out in a 

school using my actions and example to show them Jesus. It could take another 

form sometime. But the important thing is what that I follow that call whatever 

form that takes. And that’s true for us as a church. 

 

The important thing is not that we find the right magic bullet program or strategy 

that will connect us with our community but rather that we are always looking 

outward to our community and its actual needs. Then through the guidance of the 

Spirit we can find the right programs and strategies. We can figure out what forms 

our ministry should take. So it starts with our mindset. That’s where it all starts. 

Are you looking for ways to witness to God’s love in this community? Are you 

really open to how God might want to use you or use our church? 



 

Luckily, I finally found the building I was looking for when I turned off the wrong 

exit and got lost in that neighborhood. But I’m actually happy I got lost. Because 

that image of that beautiful church in that broken neighborhood has continued to 

stay with me. [SLIDE #7] The church offers hope and life to the community. It’s 

salt and light. It’s the ekklesia, the assembly of people called out to lead people to 

God. As Kevin DeYoung says, “The Church… is an outpost of the Kingdom of 

God surrounded by the kingdom of darkness… The Church is meant to manifest 

the life of the Kingdom of God to the people around it.” That’s what we’re about. 

That’s our calling. That’s our privilege. Thanks be to God. Let’s pray. 

 


